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In this Issue:
° Black History Month Celebration
° Important Updates from Guidance

Message from Admin:

As we complete the first week of second semester, we want to take a
moment to thank you for your continued support and partnership. A new
term brings fresh opportunities for learning, growth, and success, and we
are excited to continue working together to support our students.

Our team remains dedicated to fostering a positive and inclusive learning
environment where every student can thrive. If you have any questions or
need assistance, please don't hesitate to reach out.

Wishing all our students a successful and rewarding semester!

Emily Carr Admin Team

Families planning to move or students not returning in September
Dear Families,

As we begin our planning for the 2025-2026 school year, we kindly ask
you to inform the school office if your family has plans to move over the
summer, or if your children will not be returning in September for any
reason. This information helps us to ensure a smooth transition for all
students and to make necessary staffing arrangements for the upcoming
academic year.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and helps us in planning
effectively for the new school year. Thank you for your support.

Contact Us

Phone 905-850-5012

Extensions
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Report Cards for Semester 1
Parents/guardians will soon receive emails letting them know they

can access their child’s Term 1 Report Card. They will be informed
that report cards:

e will be available in the Family Dashboard for a limited time
e will be sent as a link to the student
e can be requested from the school

Emily Carr’s Pantry Program

The Pantry Program is meant to fill a specific gap in food access at
school: confidential, anonymous, and drop-in access to healthy food.
Should you require support, please review the attached flyer.

Summer Company

Summer Company provides mentorship from Vaughan's business
community, along with a pipeline of tools, skills, connections, and
resources required to turn goals into reality.

Young entrepreneurs will have the opportunity to get up to $3,000 in
provincial grant funding to kick-start their business.

To learn more please visit Eventbrite for more session information.

Photo Retake Day - Grads and New Semester 2 Students

This is a reminder on Wednesday February 12, there will be Grad
absentee/retake photos as well photo day for students who are new
to Emily Carr for semester 2.

If any student needs a grad photo, there is an online sign-up site for
Emily Carr. This is the last chance for graduating students to be on
the composite. The website is: www.bookmygrad.ca the school code
is YEC.

ECSS e-Newsletter

Important Dates
Black History Month - February
Family Day - February 17, 2025

Helpful Links

CARING & SAFE SCHOOLS:
Kids Help Phone
Report It (YRDSB)

SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING:

Crisis Mental Health Supports for
Students:

310-COPE: 905-310-COPE (2673)
or 1-855-310-COPE (2673) -
available 24/7

KidsHelpPhone: 1-800-668-6868,
text 686868 - available 24/7
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Black History Month Celebration

On February 27, 2025, local, award-winning band Glenn Marais & the
Mojo Train will be joining us for our Black History Month Assembly.

Glenn and his band are dedicated to "giving back to their community
and currently run their own non-profit, MusicCan, that provides
instruments and lessons to underserved youth in Canada and are
currently sponsoring music programs in two YRDSB schools with
plans to expand. The band’s motto is Give to Live and over the years
they have continually supported the Food Bank, Starlight Children’s
Foundation, Blue Door Shelters and have raised over 100 000 for The
Stephen Lewis Foundation.

The band is comprised of Juno-nominated songwriter Glenn Marais
on guitar and vocals, bassist Manny De Grandis-leader of the Maples,
The Toronto Blues Society House Band, keyboardist Jesse Karwat,
keyboardist for Canadian Rock Legends, | Mother Earth, and
renowned drummer Jeff Saulnier".

The band is currently in Memphis, Tennessee, competing in the
semi-finals of the International Blues Challenge.

At Emily Carr, Glenn Marais & the Mojo Train will be performing their
Keynote Concert, Black History: the Music and the Message, which is
described as "a riveting and powerful musical and visual journey
through Black History that teaches, inspires, and challenges
audiences to reflect, learn, and grow from the lessons of the past".
Glenn and his band will also be taking time to meet and converse with
Carr's BSA.

https://glennmarais.ca/

https://glennmaraisandthemojotrain.ca/
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COURSE SELECTIONS FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR will open in myBlueprint (MyPathwayPlanner) on
Thursday, February 13th at 9:00 am and will close on Friday, February 21st, 4:00p.m. Please see some key
points below to assist in your conversations with your child/student:

m  Students participated in a Course Selection assembly and the ECSS Course Offerings Fair this past week.

m  Students can begin adding courses to their planner prior to this date but can only begin locking in/submitting
courses as early as Thursday, February 13th.

m This is not a “first come, first served” process - as long as students make their selections prior to the Friday,
February 21st, 4.00 p.m. deadline, all requests are treated equally.

m  Please note that course selections are not complete/locked in until parent/guardian has approved

selections via email (email comes from myBlueprint - parents/guardians should check junk mail folder if
they cannot find the email)

A representative from the Toronto Metropolitan University (TMU) will be hosting a drop-in Q & A session for current
and future applicants over the lunch period on Tuesday, March 18th just outside the cafeteria.
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Emily Carr Secondary School

PANTRY
PROGRAM

The Pantry Program is meant to fill a specific gap in
food access at school: confidential, anonymous, and
drop-in access to healthy food. Should you require
support, please scan the QR Code and a trusted adult
will connect with you.
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ITEMS THAT WE HAVE

Canned Foods
Pasta/Rice

Cereals
Granola Bars
Snack ltems

Personal Hygiene Items




Family Dashboard

Main

F— Welcome to the YRDSB Family Dashboard

The dashboard will give you secure one-stop access to information and
applications related to your child’s education. It is designed to make it easier for
you to engage with your child’s education.

Register today at family.yrdsb.ca.

Setting up your account

Visit family.yrdsb.ca.

J—

Click “No account? Create one” under the emaiil.

Enter the email address you have on file at your child’s school, and click the Next Button.

N

Check your email, you will receive an email with a one-time code that expires within
30 minutes in order to confirm your identity. Enter that code on the account creation
screen.

Once your email has been validated you will be asked to:

1. Create a password.

Passwords must be between 8-256 characters and include three of the four following types of
characters: lowercase characters; uppercase characters, numbers (0-9); symbols

2. Enter a Display Name (your parent/guardian name).

3. Enter the following information about your child or one of your children for further
verification:

If you use the same email address for your children’s schools, all of your children will show in
the dashboard once you have registered.

a. Student Number (is the same number as their GAPPS ID, or is available in EDBSY)
b. Student Birthdate

c. Student Home Address Postal Code

For more tips and frequently asked questions, visit
www2.yrdsb.ca/family-resources and click on the Need Help
button for the Family Dashboard.



https://family.yrdsb.ca/
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-resources

Black History Mo
Celebration

Join us for an inspiring evening as we celebrate Black History
Month with interactive performances, student showcases and dinner.

Dates: Monday, February 3, 2025, at Dr. J.M. Denison H.S.
Wednesday, February 12, 2025, at Bill Hogarth S.S.
Wednesday, February 19, 2025, at Alexander Mackenzie H.S.
Tuesday, February 25, 2025, at Tommy Douglas S.S.

Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

This event will feature:

- Interactive Performances

» Student Showcases

+ Dinner will be provided

Please join us to celebrate the rich history and contributions of the Black
Community while creating meaningful connections and memories
together. Looking forward to celebrating together!

To Register

Please fill out a registration form by February 14, 2025.

If you have any further questions, please reach out to blackstudentexcellence


https://forms.gle/gYdG18CyjTfDHZvH6
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2024-2025

www.yrdsb.ca/summer-pathway

SHSM 2-Credit Co-op

Mackenzie Health & Scarborough
Health Network

The SHSM Summer Co-op Program is for
SHSM students in the Health & Wellness or
Business sectors (for non-clinical positions),
interested in working at Mackenzie Health
or Scarborough Health Network.

Application is limited to SHSM students
entering Grade 12 who could not schedule
Co-op into their regular timetables.

Registration opens February 14,
2025 and closes on February
24,2025.

PROGRAM

1-Credit Co-op

Students will participate in virtual and in-
person learning with their Co-op teacher
and in-person/virtual Co-op placements
in their community from July 2, 2025 to
July 25, 2025. Location of the in-person
classes is to be determined at a later date.

Registration opens February 14, 2025
and closes on March 7, 2025.

REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION

*All summer pathways programs are subject to enrollment and staffing
for programs to run.

2-Credit Co-op

The 2-credit summer co-op program is a
blended learning model running from
May 6, 2025 to August 1, 2025. Pre-
placement classes will take place in-
person and virtually from 5:00-9:00 pm.
In-person classes will take place at
Richmond Green Secondary School at 1
William F. Bell Pkwy, Richmond Hill, ON
L4S 2T9.

Registration opens February 14, 2025
and closes on March 7, 2025.

Wvidooudd

1-Credit ALEP

1-Credit ALEP is available to students in
grades 10-12 interested in earning a
credit in July through paid employment.

Employers must meet with the summer
ALEP teacher for a placement
assessment  before  students are
accepted into the program.

Registration will happen through My
Pathways Planner in April.

Summer Co-op Information Session
February 12, 2025 4PM - 5sPM
Register at: yrdsb.cc/summercoopinfo

=~ OYAP

OMNTARIO YOUTH
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
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InspireLearning/

A Compassionate Approach to
Support Your Child’s emotional
well-being

This session in Mandarin and Cantonese will share
tips on ways that lead your child to understand and
manage their emotions in a constructive way. We
aim to foster their mental well-being and equip
them with coping skills that serve them throughout
their lives.
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To register for a Mandarin session:

To register for a Cantonese session:
S e 4 B EECE ) or scan the QR code
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MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION

Parents, Guardians, Caregiver
and Students

Join us to learn and share with your
community how the families are supported!

Date: Tuesday, Feb 25, 2025
Time: 6:00pm-7:00pm (Mandarin & 1)
7:00pm-8:00pm (Cantonese &:E)

Location: Virtually

Presenters:

Hannah Xu (MPH)

Hong Fook Mental Health Association
Youth Program Worker

Charmaine Tong (M.S.W., R.S.W.)
York Region District School Board
Community Care Social Worker (Chinese Heritage

Community)

For more information, please contact:

Community Care Social Worker (Chinese
Heritage)

Charmaine Tong
charmaine.tong@yrdsb.ca

This free session is brought to you in partnership with
Hong Fook Mental Health Association and Community
Care Team of York Region District School Board
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Join the City of Vaughan’s
Transportation Youth
Ambassador Program!

This program Is an exciting initiative that empowers youth
to participate in municipal transportation decision-making.

As an ambassador, you will:
e gain valuable work experience with City staff.

e contribute to innovative transportation projects
and initiatives.

e have your voice heard on transportation issues.

Who can apply?

Vaughan secondary school students who are passionate
about transportation and community involvement.

Apply now

vaughan.ca/YouthAmbassador

L



Understanding and Navigating
the Education System

presented by

THE CENTRE FOR
BLACK STUDENT EXCELLENCE

Families of YRDSB Black Students
Monthly Information Session

Monday, February 24, 2025
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Families, parents, caregivers, please join

us for our monthly virtual meeting where
families with Black children come together
to learn about resources and upcoming
programs for Black students in both
elementary and secondary schools.

Agenda:

*  Welcome and Engagement Exercise
* Presentation on Special Education

* Upcoming Programs and Events

*  Question and Answer Session

Please register ASAP.
A Zoom meeting link will be sent after registration.

Let us come together to empower our students and build a stronger community.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Register now.

If you require further information, please contact

BlackStudentExcellence@yrdsb.ca
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vers Webinar Week

Autumn Ans

COLLEGE

GEORGE BROWN

WINTER WISDOM WEBINARS

How to Pay for College

This 50-minute webinar will cover information to help alleviate students’ (and parents’) worries
about the cost of post-secondary education in Canada.

Topics covered include average costs of college/university, types of financial aid (scholarships,
bursaries, crowd-funding, etc?) overview of OSAP & how to apply, lists of useful resources.

Lunch Session: Evening Session:
WED. JANUARY 15 AT 12:00 PM WED. FEBRUARY 26 AT 6:00 PM

Discover Apprenticeships & Skilled Trades

Demand for qualified personnel in the Skilled Trades is growing and could be your path towards
a fulfilling career. In two to five years, you can complete your professional training while being
paid for the work you do in the process.

This 50-minute webinar will take a high-level look at apprenticeships and how you might pursue
your training, while providing some useful resources and insight into the potential of careers
within the Skilled Trades

Evening Session:
THURS. JANUARY 30 AT 6:00 PM

How to Apply to College

Programs at George Brown College can be the gateway to your first career, a means to take
yourself to the next level, or a tool to open up entirely new possibilities.

This 50-minute webinar for domestic students will lead a step-by-step walkthrough of applying
to full-time programs at College, taking note of key dates and covering frequently asked
questions.

Lunch Session: Evening Session:
THURS. JANUARY 16 AT 12:00 PM WED. JANUARY 22 AT 6:00 PM



https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/how-to-pay-for-college-financial-aid-webinar-tickets-1105758967839?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/how-to-pay-for-college-financial-aid-webinar-tickets-1105759649879?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/discover-apprenticeships-skilled-trades-tickets-1105759980869?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Do you need a computer?

Renewed Computer Technology (RCT) is a not-for-profit, charitable organization
that empowers learners, educators and not-for-profit organizations with increased
access to information and communications technology (ICT), skill development and
learning opportunities, in a socially and environmentally responsible manner.

Working with York Region District School Board we are offering affordable,
renewed computer packages.
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1. Open camera on phone

2. Hold camera up to QR
code above

3. Click link that appears on
your screen

You canapply for this program if you are: We have Desktop Packages from $85.00 to $300.00.

Aresident of Ontario and you are an individual
with limited income.

Parents or legal guardians may apply on
behalf of a child or youth under the age of 18.

We offer 1 computer, per family, with a limit
of 2 per household per year.

For more information, please contact:

Plus $35.00 to ship the computer to your home.

You get - a desktop complete with
Windows 10 and MS Office 2019 - Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and OneNote
plus learning software, monitor,
keyboard and mouse

We have Laptop Packages from $160.00 to $300.00.

Alexander Oliver Plus $25.00 to ship the computer to your home.

aoliver@rcto.ca

All systems include our
STANDARD 1 YEAR DEPOT WARRANTY

You get - a laptop complete with
Windows 10 and MS Office 2019 - Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and OneNote
plus learning software

*Computers may not appear exactly

*batteries not covered by warranty

With funding from

Canada

Visit Us Online @ www.RCTO.ca

as shown

RCT U
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http://www.rcto.ca/

Application Check-List B ]

You can begin to apply for a computer on: JANUARY 2025 .
Application deadline: MARCH 17th 2025 E

1. Open camera on phone
2. Hold camera up to QR

Group Name: YRDSB Group Code: G-YRDSB code above

3. Click link that appears on
your screen

How to fill out your application
Our partner organization will need proof of eligibility (one of the

Scan QR code OR access application using the link _
following) before you can apply for a computer.

your organization provided

) Proof of Financial Status (one of the following)
Section A

Group Name: YRDSB
Group Code: G-YRDSB
Name of School: Please enter the name of your

- Canada Revenue Agency Notice of Assessment (most recent)
- Ontario Works Statement (Social Assistance)

- OSAP Statement of Funding

- Refugee Payment Received from government

- Letter from school supporting the application

- EI Benefit Statement

Section C - ODSP (Disability Benefits)

I would like to order a laptop, please ship my computer _Second Career/Better Jobs

student’s school

Section B

This section does not apply to you.

to my home ($25.00 shipping fee)

OR

| would like to order a desktop, please ship my Payment

computer to my home ($35.00 shipping fee) You will have the following online payment options when
OR )

| am part of the York Region District School Board compl.etlng \./OUI’ order:

Group order ($2000) - Cred|t/Deb|t Cal’d

OR - Money Order or Certified Cheque

I would like to pick up my computer in Mississauga RCT - A Third Party will be Paying (EX. Ontario WOFkS)

Warehouse ($0.00 Shipping fee)

Certified Cheques should be made to: Renewed Computer Technology
SectionD The applicant's name must be added in the memo field. When you come to

Pick your computer package and method of pick up your computer, please bring a government photo ID.

payment.

With funding from
Visit Us Online @ www.RCTO.ca RCT =

i+l —
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